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Ho;;ood to' l~~-i~t~-ri~t · -- --l 
insurance discriminati~h.'t H 1 

Political Siaif ' 
C.4PE TOWN -- Uenator Owcn !for­
wood, iUtnister ot Finance, bas given 
an undertllking to iuvcstigcte the raci­
nlly dlscriminllto!'j' rates Jaid down in 
rlot·itt!';11 ranee cover. 

Senator n'te Winchester (PFP) 
took Ul) the issue with Senator 110.· 
wood after· the publication of the in· 
surance rates last 'week which revealed 
that hlacks would have to pay pre· 
miums flve times more than tho:;c paitl 
by whites for cover. 

After Senator Winchester had dts· 
crlberl the ratl'ls as ;'blat ~ntly discri· 
minatory," S(!nator Horwood agreed to 
investigate the Issue as soon as pos-
sible. , 

Senator Horwood la5t n:onth an· 
nounced the formation of a lloo1 of 
Insurance comllanies knrwll as the 
South African Spec!'!1 Insurance Asso· 
C;igt!Oll which would he underwrittell 
hy the Government to cO'rer damage 

~us('11 by civil strife. 
Senator Winchester, who is an In· 

surance consultant, said il1an . inte .... 
view today that lle hnd suggested the 
idea of riot insurance after the 1976 

, rIots. 
"At no stage did I believe we wculd 

introduce l\ system that was blatantly 
(lisc!'iminatory," he ~Id. 

1Ie accepted that risks in certain 
locaJ:tl('s could be higher, hut it was 
totally unacceptable that all bla('kareas 
should carry a higher rate than white 
areas. 

The Oriental Bazaar in Johannesburg 
was occupied by Indian buslliessmen 
who would have to pay the higher rate 
although. n . ('y were surrounded by 
whHe business houses and where there 
was equal risk. 

"This 1s crazy. AllY Insurance 
which has racial content to it is totally . 
unacceptable," SI.mator Winchester 
said. 
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